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	TITLE:
	IAP Treatment Specifications:  Mauritius Thorn


	IAP Species:
	Mauritius Thorn – Caesalpinia decapetala
Kraaldoring, ubobo, luncane, ufenisi
	Cara Category:
	1
Prohibited

	Foliage:
	Evergreen perennial
	Growth form:
	Woody climber/shrub
	Poisonous / Precautions:
	Due to thorny nature, wear eye protection when treating.  
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	Description:

Thorny, evergreen shrub 2-4 m high or climber up to 10 m or higher; forms dense thickets; stems have fine golden-hairs; stem thorns are numerous.  Leaves bipinnate, up to 300 mm long. Flowers: pale yellow, Fruits: brown, woody pods, flattened, unsegmented, smooth. 

Mauritius thorn is often confused with Acacia ataxacantha (flame thorn).  Ataxacantha has a similar leaf and scrambling growth form and also grows along riparian areas.  The easiest way to differentiate between the two is too look at the flowers and seed pods.  A. ataxacantha is a declared bush encroacher according to the CARA legislation (section 16), as such, where it is causing degradation to the natural vegetation it should also be controlled.  
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	Important aspects of Biology:
Often planted as security hedging around kraals.  It tends to invade watercourses as its seeds are transported easily by water, however where it has been used around kraals, away from water, it is capable of spreading in these areas as well.  It does coppice and trailing branches have been known to root where they touch the ground.  

	Planning: 
Mauritius thorn requires individual attention because of the methods and equipment required to kill it.  It is easily killed with a stump treatment; however its thorny nature makes it a difficult to reach the stem.  It is worth training up 3-5 people within the team to be specialist mauritius thorn tunnellers!  

Foliar treatment is not recommended for mature thickets of Mauritius thorn because of its habit of scrambling up trees, any herbicide used to kill Mauritius thorn will also kill the host tree.  Foliar treatment is only an option for seedlings or coppice which has not started scrambling up trees.

Where Mauritius thorn is being used as kraal hedging within communities on Mondi property consider involved the CEF to liaise with the community about alternative hedging/fencing options.  

	Mondi Prescribed Treatments:
Long handled loppers, leather gloves and eye protection will be required for the workers to tunnel an access route into and under the thicket canopy to reach the stem.  
Cut stump: Preferred method for most situations, Cut stem close to the ground and treat with herbicide.  
Spot Spray:  Only to be used on young seedling growth or coppice growth which is not yet started scrambling up trees.  


	Herbicide prescribed:
	Trade name
	Rate:
	Application method

	
	
	
	

	Triclopyr 360 g/ℓ SL
	Timbrel

Lumberjack
	300ml in 10ℓ of water (include a dye)
	Cut stump*

	Triclopyr 240 g/ℓ EC
	Ranger
	100ml in 10ℓ of water (include dye)
	Foliar – seedlings only

	Triclopyr 480 g/ℓ EC
	Garlon 
	50ml in 10ℓ of water (include dye and wetter)
	Foliar – seedlings only


*References can be found in the IAP Herbicide Treatment Doc ETT-02 and IAP Management in Conservation Areas Doc EG-01.  
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A. ataxacantha flower & pods








