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	TITLE:
	IAP Treatment Specifications:  Pompom Weed


	IAP Species:
	Pompom Weed – Campuloclinium macrocephalum 
Pompom bossie
	Cara Category:
	1

Prohibited

	Foliage:
	Dormant in winter, Perennial Rootstock
	Growth form:
	Herbaceous
	Poisonous / Precautions:
	Unpalatable to livestock.
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	Description:

Erect herb up to 1.5 m high. The stems and leaves are covered with rough, bristly hairs. Leaves are scattered along the length of the stem but clustered at the base to form a rosette. The showy pink flowerheads (inflorescences) are produced in dense clusters at the ends of the aerial stems, and look like bright-pink powderpuffs. 



	
	Flowering:
	J
	F
	M
	A
	M
	J
	J
	A
	S
	O
	N
	D

	Important aspects of Biology:

Pompom’s success is as a result of its prolific (wind dispersed) seed production, its tolerance for a wide variety of habitat types (grassland to wetland, all altitudes) as well as its ability to survive drought, fire and frost.  The plant is dormant in winter and therefore difficult to see until the pink flowerheads are produced between December – March, after March flower heads turn brown and seeds are dispersed.  It grows vigorously from seed to flowering plant in one growing season and recovers quickly from disturbance by resprouting from the rootstock.  

	Planning: 
Pompom requires individual planning and treatment.  Treatment needs to focus on killing the rootstock to prevent regeneration as well as reducing seed production to minimise further spread.  Spot spraying is the recommended treatment.  Only actively growing plants must be sprayed, once plant starts turning yellow (April) spraying should stop.  

A rust fungus (see photo) has been found to be prolific throughout pompom’s distribution and appears to be effective at controlling seedling growth and shortening the growth period of the mature plants.  Infected plants should still be sprayed as they are still able to produce viable seeds.  However, plants badly affected by the fungus will appear start to degenerate and turn yellow from February onwards – herbicides will not be effective against these plants.  In this case spraying should be delayed until the next season before the fungus affects them again.  
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Mechanical control is not recommended for large infestations as it will create significant disturbance which will create further habitat for seed germination and it is difficult to remove the entire rootstock - root material left behind could resprout.  

	Mondi Prescribed Treatments:

Step 1:  Spot spray plants with metsulfuron-methyl during active growing season (Dec – Mar).

Step 2:  Maintain list of Z-cmpts where pompom was treated send thro to Environmental Manager after growing season (April).

*Note: :It takes some time to notice damage to the plant when using metsulfuron methyl. Damage is evident in the next growing season

	Herbicide prescribed:
	Trade name
	Rate:

	
	
	

	Metsulfuron methyl 600g/Kg WG
	Brush-off
	2.5g/10L water, add mineral oil


*References can be found in the Mondi Treatment Table spreadsheet.  
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